
 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Who knows what these arrows mean? Reduce – Reuse – Recycle. But what is it we’re supposed to recycle? Today, we’re going to talk about that. Generally, people your age know exactly what is and isn’t recyclable. But, do you know what is supposed to go in your recycle cart and what isn’t? There are only 5 materials we want to see in your recycle cart. Let’s see if you can yell them out.



 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here’s a new logo – a hand with 5 fingers – just like the 5 materials we want to see in your recycle cart. But, right now we are getting a lot of things we don’t want to see. (Class discussion and physical demonstration of the proper materials for the recycle cart.)



 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What’s this stuff? We call this stuff “stringy things”. It can be hoses, wire, cords, metal banding. It’s all bad and can damage the sorting equipment. It belongs in the trash.



 
 
 

 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What’s all this stuff? It’s scrap metal the sorters pulled from recycle bins. It can go in the trash, or you can take it to a scrap metal dealer.



 
 
 

 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What’s all this stuff? It’s scrap metal the sorters pulled from recycle bins. It can go in the trash, or you can take it to a scrap metal dealer.



 
 
 

 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
No clothing in the recycle carts either. It is a reuse item and can be traded, donated or disposed of. (Class discussion of appropriate reuses for clothing.)



 
 
 

 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is what the pile looked like in early-March 2016. Can you spot some items that don’t belong in the recycling pile? (Class discussion.)



 
 
 

 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s take a closer look. Do you see stringy things? Do you see scrap metal? Do you see plastic bags?This is just a random shot of the sort pile – this is the problem we’re seeing in the recycle carts.



 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Inbound Recyclables – Summer Load 
600 TPD Capacity (1.2 million pounds!) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is what it looks like when the recyclable material is delivered to the MRF. It should all be clean and dry. It’s not garbage that rots and stinks (unless people throw garbage in their recycle carts!) This picture was taken in the summer when there is less material coming in. Keep your eye on the blue “windows” above the recycle truck.



 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Inbound Recyclables – March 2016 
600 TPD Capacity (1.2 million pounds!) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is what that same area looks like in the middle of tourist season. It will take us until the summer time to catch up. Can you imagine how much more material we could get through if we weren’t sorting through trash to find the recyclables? (Allow time for class discussion.)



 
 
 

 
 
 

Currently - 350 Tons Per Day Prepared for 
Market 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once separated by material, the items are pressed into bales and sent to market. Each bale contains only one type of commodity – and the one thing we NEVER want to see in a recycle bin or cart is plastic film of any kind. No bags, no pool covers, nothing. It gets caught in all the sorting equipment and can bring the plant to a standstill.



 
 
 

 
 
 

1 TON 

PER PERSON 

PER YEAR 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
That’s right! The Solid Waste staff has to calculate that for each person residing in Lee County we will need to provide a way to dispose of one ton of waste per person each year. That doesn’t mean you, yourself create all that waste. However, that is the amount of trash generated by your presence on the planet  - by going out to eat, by coming to school, ordinary daily events.



 
 
 

 
 
 

23,000 new 
residents  
 
23,000 more 
tons to manage 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This figure has come down from 4.9 lbs. per person per day. We all need to be aware of the ways we can reduce our own waste generation each day.



 
 
 

 
 
 

 

•  Remember –  
   only 5 materials belong in your recycle cart.    

You can help spread the word! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Class discussion – post survey – homework assignment.
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