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From: Carol Sacco
To: Tammy Duran
Subject: FW: Rails to Trails
Date: Monday, December 5, 2022 7:59:41 AM

 
 
 
 

Carol Sacco
Village Clerk/Executive Assistant to Village Manager
9401 Corkscrew Palms Circle
Estero, FL  33928
Office: (239) 221-5035
Direct: (239) 319-2840
www.estero-fl.gov

 
 

From: Joanne Ribble <jribble@estero-fl.gov> 
Sent: Saturday, December 3, 2022 1:54 PM
To: John vanderMeer <execvptpc@yahoo.com>; Carol Sacco <sacco@estero-fl.gov>
Subject: Re: Rails to Trails
 
 
Thank you for your email John.  
Joanne Ribble
Get Outlook for iOS

From: John vanderMeer <execvptpc@yahoo.com>
Sent: Saturday, December 3, 2022 12:32:55 PM
To: Joanne Ribble <jribble@estero-fl.gov>
Subject: Rails to Trails
 
[You don't often get email from execvptpc@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

[NOTICE:  This message originated outside of the Village of Estero -- DO NOT CLICK on links or open
attachments unless you are sure the content is safe.]

My wife an I have the good fortune of enjoying our residence in Pelican Landing and being Florida
residents during the winter and returning to her native Michigan (Grand Traverse County) in the
Summer. GTC with a population of 100,000 residents frequently grows to more than 150,000 for a
good part of the summer. One of the main draws is a trail network where walkers and bikers can
enjoy nature without contesting with cars and trucks. The trail network grows most years and gives
its users a safe place to connect throughout the county and is in the early stages of becoming
connected throughout the region.
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Traverse Area Regional Trails has a staff of about a dozen full time employees and more than 200
volunteers. It has not only grown the miles of trails but also has maintained a vision for further
growth and a means of funding its vision through public and private sources. They truly have
nurtured enthusiasm, culture and a commitment to the benefits of 12months per year trail
availability which is now part of the area’s DNA.

Having seen what has been accomplished by this comparatively small population I would encourage
and commend the council to endorse this early effort to a full scale trail system to our area and
enjoy the recreational and health benefits that accrue to it.

John VanderMeer

Sent from my iPhone



From: Carol Sacco
To: Tammy Duran
Subject: FW: Please support the proposed "Rail to Trail" being considered for the abandoned Seminole Gulf Coast railway

bed
Date: Monday, December 5, 2022 8:00:03 AM

 
 
 
 

Carol Sacco
Village Clerk/Executive Assistant to Village Manager
9401 Corkscrew Palms Circle
Estero, FL  33928
Office: (239) 221-5035
Direct: (239) 319-2840
www.estero-fl.gov

 
 

From: Joanne Ribble <jribble@estero-fl.gov> 
Sent: Saturday, December 3, 2022 1:55 PM
To: Steve Gunther <stgunther@gmail.com>; Carol Sacco <sacco@estero-fl.gov>
Subject: Re: Please support the proposed "Rail to Trail" being considered for the abandoned
Seminole Gulf Coast railway bed
 
Thank you for your email Steve.  
Joanne Ribble
 
Get Outlook for iOS

From: Steve Gunther <stgunther@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, December 3, 2022 1:47:04 PM
To: Joanne Ribble <jribble@estero-fl.gov>; Larry J Fiesel <fiesel@estero-fl.gov>; Jon McLain
<mclain@estero-fl.gov>; Katy Errington <errington@estero-fl.gov>; Jim Boesch <boesch@estero-
fl.gov>; Jim Ward <ward@estero-fl.gov>; Jim Wilson <wilson@estero-fl.gov>
Subject: Please support the proposed "Rail to Trail" being considered for the abandoned Seminole
Gulf Coast railway bed
 

Some people who received this message don't often get email from stgunther@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

[NOTICE:  This message originated outside of the Village of Estero -- DO NOT CLICK on links
or open attachments unless you are sure the content is safe.]

 
Greetings council members,
 
I'm aware of the feasibility study being performed by the Lee County Metropolitan Planning
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Organization to convert the abandoned Seminole Gulf Coast railway bed to a paved, multi-use trail.
The MPO will be presenting at the December 7th village of Estero council meeting and I wanted to
voice my support for this Rail to Trail idea.
 
I live in Pelican Landing, am a very avid bicyclist and recognize the many benefits that this paved trail
has to offer to the village of Estero, its residents and its guests. From health improvements to social
connection, from an alternate transportation pathway for workers to opportunities for new
businesses, from safe cycling separated from cars to increased property values, these rails to trails
projects have universal appeal. My experience in Minnesota (where Rails to Trails pathways are
ubiquitous) tells me that this is an opportunity for Estero that you should support. 
 
Please support the proposed "Rail to Trail" being considered for the abandoned Seminole Gulf Coast
railway bed. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Steve Gunther
Pelican Landing resident
stgunther@gmail.com
612-859-3729
Citizen | Investor | Multisports Enthusiast

mailto:stgunther@gmail.com


From: Carol Sacco
To: Tammy Duran
Subject: FW: Dec 7th Agenda Item 6B - MPO Rail Trail Feasibility Study
Date: Monday, December 5, 2022 8:03:47 AM

 
 
 
 

Carol Sacco
Village Clerk/Executive Assistant to Village Manager
9401 Corkscrew Palms Circle
Estero, FL  33928
Office: (239) 221-5035
Direct: (239) 319-2840
www.estero-fl.gov

 
 

From: Joanne Ribble <jribble@estero-fl.gov> 
Sent: Sunday, December 4, 2022 12:22 PM
To: p1miller@aol.com; Carol Sacco <sacco@estero-fl.gov>
Subject: Re: Dec 7th Agenda Item 6B - MPO Rail Trail Feasibility Study
 
 
Thank you Patrick for your email.  
Joanne Ribble
Get Outlook for iOS

From: p1miller@aol.com <p1miller@aol.com>
Sent: Saturday, December 3, 2022 9:46:57 PM
To: p1miller@aol.com <p1miller@aol.com>
Subject: Dec 7th Agenda Item 6B - MPO Rail Trail Feasibility Study
 

You don't often get email from p1miller@aol.com. Learn why this is important

[NOTICE:  This message originated outside of the Village of Estero -- DO NOT CLICK on links
or open attachments unless you are sure the content is safe.]

As a Bonita Springs resident and frequent biker in the Naples/Estero area I personally know multiple area
riders who have had encounters with cars here in just the last year.  Tragic.  Please help protect the many
bikers in your district by providing expanded & safer trailways!!
 
The Bonita Estero Rail Trail would be a WONDERFUL THING in any of its proposed options.  Trails like
this provide a SAFER trail/thruway for area bikers in a dense residential area. 
 
I know NIMBY concerns oft arise in early bikeway planning.  I've seen them delay (but not stop) trails in
other areas.   But experience across the USA shows that development of such pathways has ALWAYS
resulted in enthusiastic use and RAISED property values for communities nearby.  (I've personally seen
this in OH, KY, & DE.)   And these trails do NOT lead to increases in noise or crime!
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Please DO NOT listen to the naysayers.   FOLLOW the evidence of existing trails across the USA. 
 SUPPORT THE  ESTERO-BONITA-RAIL-TRAIL!!
 
Thanks for your time.
-Patrick Miller
Pelican Landing, Bonita Springs
 


